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2017 Accomplishments
Verde Native Seed Coop

Kate Watters, Friends of Verde River
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Native Seed Collection

Made 67 collections of 27 high priority native plant species for SOS, CPNPP NFWF, and SWSP
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Mapping with ArcGIS Collector
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Interactive Web Map
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Native Seed Production

Established one acre of seed production plants (5 species) with three new growers
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Rezzonico Municipal Park
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Tonto NF Seed Increase
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Tonto NF Seed Increase
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Pollinator Habitat Conservation

Managing 6 acres of pollinator habitat at 4 waystations in Verde River Watershed 
Partnering with monarch groups to monitor and tag butterflies
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Workforce Training: Native Plants

Trained two native youth interns, conventional farmers, municipal parks, volunteers
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Pollinator Habitat Conservation

Managing 6 acres of pollinator habitat at 4 waystations in Verde River Watershed 
Partnering with monarch groups to monitor and tag butterflies
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Workforce Training in Native Plants

Trained native youth interns, conventional farmers, municipal park staff, volunteers
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Volunteer Stewardship

54 volunteers contributed 384 hours to seed collecting, cleaning, 
pollinator habitat plantings and WEEDING!
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Native Plant Outreach

New website www.verderiver.org
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Challenges and Lessons
• Start small-5 acres is a lot of weeds!

• Focus efforts on fewer growers to maximize success

• Effective weed control takes a year PRIOR to 
planting and ongoing management

• Every field needs a dedicated farmer

• Water is critical to success

• Sustainable funding
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2018 Plans
• Grow pollinator container plants for regional 

waystations with BLM seeds

• Cross-training on native plant materials production 
for growers – NM/AZ exchange

• Maintain production fields

• Volunteer seed collection
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Thanks to our Partners

Kate Watters
agavemariadesign@gmail.com


